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Joshua Little
program
This recital is presented in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree 
Bachelor of Arts in Music.
Mr. Little studies theory with Benjamin Wadsworth.
The Absolute Progression in Michael Giacchino’s Film Scores
Presentation by Joshua Little
Capstone, BA in Music Theory
Advisor, Ben Wadsworth
Michael Giacchino, composer of film scores including Inside Out, Up, Zootopia, and The Incredibles, has tended to design chord progressions, 
often focused between two chords, that reflect a scene’s psychological 
content. In this project, I will classify and compare chord progressions in 
3-4 of his movies that oscillate between two focal harmonies. I will look into 
their root relationships (which intervals used), wider tonal contexts, and 
wider transformational contexts. I will then show how the chord progressions 
correspond to certain psychological states in each movie.
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connect with us
The School of Music at Kennesaw State University is an exciting place to 
live, work and learn. Housed in the College of the Arts, the School is infused 
with masterfully skilled and dedicated performing teachers who care deeply 
about their profession, our programs, our community, and every student 
involved in music and the arts. We are so excited about the musical and 
artistic events that happen here, and we are excited that you are here with 
us to enjoy them! 
The School of Music is busy preparing our students to be productive artists. 
We want them to be accomplished and creative leaders of the arts world 
of tomorrow, professionals who are diversely trained and well-practiced. 
Diverse in their backgrounds, our students hail from many of the leading 
musical arts and honors organizations from across the Southeast, and as a 
School of Music, we are dedicated to the purpose of furthering the arts and 
cultural offerings to our region and beyond.
Please take the time to meet our faculty, students and staff. Interact with 
them, talk shop with them - their enthusiasm is contagious whether on or off 
the stage. I look forward to a long and rewarding relationship with you. With 
your continued support of music and the arts, there is nothing that we cannot 
accomplish together!  
Stephen W. Plate, DMA
Director
KSU School of Music
